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Cooperatives impact families, neighborhoods, communities and the national economy in very 

significant ways, providing solutions to some of the nations toughest challenges. The following 

is just a sampling of the way cooperatives, in various sectors, sizes and forms, work to build a 

better world.

85%

COOPERATIVE STATS & INFO

U.S. co-ops provide nearly 2 
million jobs and create more than 
$74 billion in annual wages with 
revenue of nearly $650 billion.

One third of Americans have 
ownership in a cooperative.

Co-op day cares reduce 
childcare costs for working 
parents by as much as 85%

For every $1 that is spent at a 
food co-op, $1.60 is generated 

in the local conomy. 

Electric co-ops account for 
more than one third of the 

nation’s electric utility industry, 
powering over 18 million 

homes, schools and businesses

Nearly a million of the 
nations farmers belong to 
a cooperative, accounting 
for 55% of the total U.S. 

agriculture sales

National Impact
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Credit Unions

Insurance

Agriculture Housing

More than 900 
electric co-ops 
provide power in 

nearly every state 
(47) in America

Account for 42% of 
the nation’s electric 
distribution lines and 

cover 75% of the 
nations land mass

More than 18 
million homes, 

schools, and 
businesses are 
powered by 

co-ops 

With $140 billion 
in assets, electric 
co-ops account 
for more than 

one third of the 
US electric utility 

industry

About 1.2 million 
rural Americans 
in 31 states are 

served by the 
260 telephone 
cooperatives

More than 100 million 
Americans belong to a credit 
union, one third of the total 
population

Credit unions can be found 
in every state and nearly 
every congressional district

As cooperatives, credit unions 
add over 275,000 jobs

More than 1.5 million families 
live in cooperative housing

Seven states have between 
10,000 and 50,000 co-op 
housing units

23 universities have housing 
co-ops on campus or nearby 

Co-op student housing saves 
students an average of 50% of 
room and board costs per year, 
making college more affordable 
for more families. 

The majority of American 
farmers are members of the 
nearly 3,000 farmer-owned 
cooperatives. 

Co-op farmers provide over 
190,000 jobs and annual 
wages of over $8 billion

Agriculture co-ops account for 
$246 billion (62%) of the 
U.S. total agriculture sales of 
$395 billion

Food co-ops generate 
a combined annual 
sales of nearly $2 

billion

Generates more than 1.4 
billion in annual revenue

For every $1,000 a shopper spends at their 
local food co-op, $1,604 in economic 

activity is generated in their local economy, 
15% more than a conventional grocer

There are 
more than 

400 worker 
co-ops in 17 
industries

Worker co-ops provide 
employment stability, 

reducing the 
turnover rate from 

60% to 15%

Total annual 
revenues generated 

by worker 
cooperatives: $400 

million

Largest worker 
co-op: Cooperative 

Home Care 
Associates (CHCA) 
with over 2,300 

workers 

26% of worker 
cooperatives began 
as traditional for-
profit businesses

About 233 million people are served by 
insurance companies owned by or closely 

affiliated with co-ops

Nationwide Insurance, a cooperative, 
is the #1 provider of public-sector 

retirement plans

Utility
Co-ops

Food
Co-ops

Worker

By Sector
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