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September 1 was the start of the new year for Coun-
try Visions Cooperative and also the merger date with 
the former Kettle Lakes Cooperative. In June, the vot-
ing members of Kettle Lakes overwhelmingly voted in 
favor of merging with Country Visions. I would like to 
welcome all of the employees and customers from the 
operations in Random Lake, Cedar Grove and Sheboy-
gan Falls into Country Visions Cooperative. The goal 
of the merger is to improve overall efficiencies of the 
Cooperative system, provide a plan to revolve member 
equity and continue to provide a high level of service 
to members. With these goals in mind, construction of 
a new agronomy facility is under way in Plymouth, WI. 
The facility is very similar to the newly constructed site 
in Wrightstown. The new plant will consolidate oper-
ations into a new modern efficient plant with the size 
and scale to meet the needs of today’s producer. The 
employee group is excited for construction to be com-
pleted this winter and begin servicing patrons from 
that new facility this coming spring. 

Country Visions Cooperative finished its fiscal year at 
the end of August with sales of $162 million which was 
up slightly from the previous year. The auditors will 
complete the financial audit shortly and the numbers 
will be available for the Annual Meeting. Your Board of 
Directors has been restructured to include three mem-
bers from the former Kettle Lakes Cooperative. Direc-
tor elections will be held this fall with a mailed ballot 
and election results announced at the Annual Meeting.    

October was Co-op month and this year’s theme was 
“Co-ops Commit”. Co-op month gives our Cooperative 
system a time to reflect and look forward to what our 
businesses mean to the communities we live and work 
in. Country Visions takes pride in being a vital part of 
each community we do business in. Local support for 
education, county fairs, education centers, hunger pro-
grams and farm groups are what our Co-op is commit-
ted to supporting. We are proud to be owned and sup-
ported locally. 

Steve Zutz
C.E.O.

News from the CEO

→  Propane Demand
and Export                           see page 3

→  What is happening at the 
Reedsville C-Store?       see page 4

→  Grain Marketing Challenges
                                                       see page 6

→  Ag Updates from Mike
on Monday                           see page 7

Fall 2017

The newly merged Cooperative began business on September 1, 2017. Jack Hanke, former Kettle Lakes 
Board Chairman, Joe Holschbach, current Country Visions Board Chairman, and Steve Zutz, President /CEO 
are bringing their leadership roles together for success as one Cooperative system. The Co-op is currently 

governed by a twelve member board,  the nine board members that represented Country Visions and three 
members from the former Kettle Lakes Board, to ensure representation throughout the trade territory.

www.countryvisionscoop.com



It pays to use 
Cenex Premium 

Lubricants!

We’re with you when it comes to 
reducing maintenance costs. That’s 
why Country Visions Cooperative 
carries Cenex® premium lubri-
cants, uniquely formulated to with-
stand the intense challenges of to-
day’s high-tech engines. 

Now through February 28, 2018, 
earn one $50 VISA® gift card for 
every 125 gallons of qualifying 
Cenex® lubricant and grease 
products purchased.  That’s 
right! $50 for every 125 gallons.  
It truly does pay to use Cenex® 
lubricants.   

With over 75 years of proven per-
formance in the field, Cenex® lubri-
cants have definitely stood the test 
of time.  They’ll keep your engines 
running smoothly and provide su-
perior heavy-duty protection for 
over-worked equipment. Best of all, 
when you use Cenex lubricants and 
Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster® premi-
um diesel fuel together, you can en-
roll your equipment in the best war-
ranty protection in all of agriculture 
– for up to 10 years or 10,000 hours.  
(Visit cenex.com for proof of many 
growers that have avoided the ex-
pense of major engine overhauls 
thanks to the Cenex® Total Protec-
tion Plan® warranty.)

For your convenience, we also of-
fer bulk delivery of Cenex® lubri-
cants. Contact our team of Sales 
Consultants at (920) 371-4529 to 
take advantage of timely delivery of 
high-performance lubricants and 
fuels.  And don’t forget, you only 
have until February 28, 2018, to 
earn one $50 VISA® gift card for ev-
ery 125 gallons of Cenex lubricants 
and grease products purchased. 

Steve Grosklaus
Certified Energy 
Relationship Manager
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Wow, what a growing season it has been! I think we are all glad to 
see the harvest moving along as well as it has been. Many of you 
may not know me. I am Nathan Johnson, the Operations Manager 
for the Bulk Petroleum Division of Country Visions. I oversee all 
of our drivers to make sure things are being delivered in a timely 
manner, along with working with our Division Manager on many 
other issues and repairs. 

Many of you know and see our route trucks delivering on a daily 
basis, but did you know we have transport tankers as well? We cur-
rently have four tankers hauling products to our nine bulk plants, 
six gas stations, and to many of our wholesale customers. At this 
time, our drivers are traveling to Waupun, Milwaukee and Junction 
City for product as Green Bay has limited quantity and higher pric-
es. Employing our own transport drivers for Country Visions is a 
huge benefit to us, as they can help us get product quicker on fluc-
tuating market days. They also allow us to not have to rely on pri-
vate firms to do the transporting of our products, which may add 
cost and time for our supply. As always if you need any assistance 
with anything or are looking to contract fuel for next year, please 
feel free to give us a call.

Nathan Johnson
Operations Manager - Bulk Petroleum

Bulk Petroleum

Nathan Johnson is the Operations Manager for the Bulk Petroleum Division of Country 
Visions. He makes sure the route truck deliveries stay on schedule and works with the 
drivers of the transport tankers to keep the Co-op’s bulk plants and gas stations supplied 
with product.

Steve Grosklaus – Green Bay Area

Krista Williams – Oshkosh Area

Pete Brandt – Chilton Area

Curt Heller–Fond du Lac Area

Zach Siikarla–Manitowoc Area
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With a predicted cold winter coming upon us, many customers become concerned and wonder why 
prices move so much. Exporting is one of the reasons. Propane production from shale gas plants 
more than doubled between 2010 and 2015, and domestic demand has remained stagnant.  The 
excess production has been absorbed by a fivefold increase in exports in the same period of time.  
The Asia-Pacific region is cited as most rapidly growing its propane imports.  Industrial and Petro-
chemical demand from China top the list as the regions fastest growing demand sector. U.S. propane 
exports reached a record high of 913,000 barrels per day in the first half of 2017, up from 793,000 
barrels per day in the first half of 2016. Most of this increase is from U.S. exports to Asian markets, 
which accounted for 76% of the growth since the first half of 2016. Contracting all your LP needs 
protects you from price hikes!

■ Currently 24 Million barrels behind last year’s levels at this time, that makes us 23% behind

■ Currently 6.5 Million barrels behind the 5 year average inventory levels at this time, that makes us 7.6% behind

Those of you that use alternative sources of heat, i.e., wood burners, pellet stoves, electric and so on, 
it is highly recommended for you, the customer, to keep a close eye on your tank as it is very difficult 
to monitor your usage. If you have any questions on how to read the gauge, please contact the Energy 
Office and we will be glad to assist you. Please keep in mind, our policy is 3-5 business days for will 
call customers. Have a safe and warm heating season!

Scott J Pritzl
Propane Division Manager 

Propane

Energy 
Customer 

Service
When it comes to contracting 
your propane through Coun-
try Visions, the budget con-
tract option offers many great 
features and benefits. It’s no 
wonder why more customers 
are selecting this option for 
the LP contracting season. 

Features and Benefits  
of Being on a Budget

Features:

■ Locks in LP price for entire 
contracting season.

■ Guarantees a fixed month-
ly payment amount each 
month.

■ No penalty for any unused 
estimated gallons.

■ No extra charge for extra 
used gallons above estimat-
ed gallons. 

Benefits:

■ Helps families’ budget 
monthly finances.

■ No worries of not having 
enough contracted gallons.

■ Option to have automatic 
payments withdrawn.

■ No upfront lump-sum pay-
ment.

Contact a Customer Service 
Representative of our Energy 
Department if you would like 
to find out more information 
about the budget contracts for 
propane.

Michelle Richardson
Lead Customer Service - 
Energy
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C-StoresCooperative 
Values and Vision

The month of October slipped by 
without much fanfare, but something 
big was celebrated in the month of 
October.  October, the entire month, 
is recognized as Cooperative month.   
Take a moment and think about the 
insight our forefathers had when they 
initiated the efforts to push through 
the Capper Volstead Act back in 1922, 
to formerly recognize Cooperatives 
as a sustainable way to compete in the 
market place.  Many big box suppliers 
have come and gone from the mar-
ket place, but Cooperatives continue 
to thrive and grow in an extremely 
competitive environment.  The key 
to success has been, and continues 
to be, that Cooperatives are locally 
driven and not investor driven.  Co-
operatives do not have investors de-
manding high returns on their invest-
ments. Cooperatives have members 
and Boards that live in the commu-
nities, where people have a voice and 
those voices are heard.  Country Vi-
sions has adopted a marketing theme; 
Yesterday’s Values. Today’s Vision. 
This message is what we are building 
on when we communicate with our 
members.  This theme was chosen 
because it reflects the history of co-
operatives, its strengths and people 
that will continue to make Coopera-
tives successful for the future.  When 
you’re making purchase decisions, 
for gas, dog food, bird seed, propane, 
etc. remember that your hard-earned 
dollars are staying local, not filling a 
faraway investors pockets.   Yester-
day’s Values. Today’s Vision. Our 
forefathers would be proud to know 
their vision remains alive and well. 
Bill Hoeltke
V.P. Energy/Retail 

Have you noticed the days are getting short-
er and colder? We can’t help with the daylight, 
but we have something to keep you warm. The 
coffee of the month has been a success and we 
will continue to feature this for our customers. 
We have added Pumpkin Caramel flavored cof-
fee for November and Peppermint Stick for De-
cember. Enjoy a fresh cup during the cold winter 
days that are ahead of us.

What day will we be celebrating this month? The 
employees are having fun each month celebrat-
ing a special day with giveaways, special pricing 
and sometimes a little silliness, so keep a look 
out for the next one and enjoy it with them. 

Winter can cause issues with some diesel fuel, 
but we have you covered. At our Cenex® branded 
C-Stores we begin the season with a winter aid 
additive and as we get colder, we will switch to the seasonally enhanced product. That 
product will remain in our stores until spring arrives.  This enhanced diesel product is 
a 70/30 blend which may bring the cost higher compared to some other stations diesel 
product, but like the saying goes “you get what you pay for.” We take pride in providing a 
high-quality product, so our customers can avoid getting stranded on the side of the road 
due to “gelling” issues.

We have been very busy at our Reedsville C-Store the past couple of months doing a remod-
el at that location.  You will experience a new register island, expanded coffee/beverage 
area, which includes an island, a beer cave as well as new merchandise.  The exterior has 
also gone through a major renovation, which includes a new look to the entrance and a 
new parking lot.  The completion time for this project is scheduled to be done sometime in 
January.  Thanks for your patience during this project.

The holiday season will be here soon. If you need a quick and easy gift, we have that cov-
ered for you.  Stop in and purchase a gift card, maybe some lottery tickets, candy or many 
other seasonal items.  Have a safe and enjoyable holiday season.  

I would like to thank you all for your continued business and I hope you enjoy your shop-
ping experience at all of our C-Stores.  

Bill Holfeltz 
Retail Division Manager

Customers and employees are having fun celebrating a “special” day each month at the C-Store locations.  Guessing 
how many pennies in the jar for Lucky Penny Day, FREE Country Visions sunglasses on National Sunglasses Day, and Cow 
Appreciation Day’s special on Cow Tails with a Cow Pool Float giveaway were all part of the fun this summer.



5

What a beautiful Fall we’ve experienced here in Northeast Wisconsin.  But the weather is a turnin’ and 
we are ready at our Country Stores to help with the clean up!  Leaves are falling and messing up the 
yards, but don’t worry we have leaf bags, rakes, and a terrific selection of gloves so you can be blister 
free with CVC! Search #BlisterFreewithCVC on Facebook and see for yourself.

Did you put your yard to bed for the winter, yet?  Don’t worry it’s not too late. We have fertilizer for 
your lawn, so when spring comes it will be well fed and rested, waking up looking lush and green!  Our 
experts on staff know how to guide you to your lawn and garden success.  

Our most favorite time of the year for pets is fast approaching.  This 
December, please stop in to create a memory with your pet.  We will be 
hosting an ornament making event to help make your Christmas a little 
more special.  Don’t forget to get them a present, we have lots of special 
unique treats and toys for you to wrap up and place under the tree.  The 
members of our Country Store team are ready to help you learn more 
about great nutrition. Perhaps it’s time to upgrade to a higher quality 
feed. What a great gift that would be!

Who loves to see the bright blue, red and other brilliant colors of our 
treasured winter birds in Wisconsin?  If you love to feed the birds, 
please stop in during our fall Wild Bird Seed Truckload Event!  We love 
the birds too and want to see them come through the winter strong and 
ready for another summer!

We are happy to provide you with excellent customer service and 
knowledge second-to-none in our hometowns!  Please stop in and say 
Hi!  We’d love to get to know you better.

Christal Mulder
Country Store Division Leader

Country Stores

The Country Store team takes 
a hands-on approach when it 
comes to learning more about nu-
trition and care for your animals. 
Becky Schipper (Sheboygan Falls), 
Kay Holschbach (Valders) and 
John Aland (De Pere) discussed 
equine care topics during a recent 
meeting.  Advanced training and 
educational events are hosted 
throughout the year for custom-
ers and employees.

Do you love seeing the bright colors of the 
birds during winter? Find out what type 
of seed they prefer and how to maintain 
your feeders by talking with the special-
ists at the Country Visions Country Stores.

Feed questions? Have their knowl-
edgeable staff assist you.  While you 
are at the Sheboygan Falls store, you 
can meet Buddy, the famous and love-
able store cat! He knows where to find 
the best pet food. 

Sheboygan Falls Country Store
The Country Store in Sheboygan Falls joins the locations in De Pere, Mishicot, Reedsville and Valders to operate 
under the Country Visions name. That makes 5 Country Store locations where you can get wild bird products, 
horse feed, fertilizer, and grass seed.  We also have a selection of hardware items, pet foods, deer products, we can 
fill your propane cylinders for you and so much more!  

The Sheboygan Falls location was established in the early 1900s and has gone through many changes over the 
years.  There once was a full-service mill on-site, a full-service auto repair shop, as well as a gas station. In 1994 
the location went from being the Sheboygan Falls Co-op to Kettle Lakes Co-op as the result of a merger.  On Sep-
tember 1, 2017, Kettle Lakes merged with Country Visions Co-op and it has been a busy transition, but things are 
starting to settle down and become the new normal.  We have 5 employees coming from Kettle Lakes, and have 
just recently welcomed 2 new employees to our team.   

We have a nice range of pet foods and have recently introduced some new treats and toys for our furry friends. We 
sell the Exclusive, Infinia, Red Flannel, and Taste of the Wild brands of dog foods.  We also carry those brands for 
our feline friends.  We carry a full line of Purina animal feeds, supplements and accessories for your horses, chickens, goats, and other companion 
animals.  Please stop in our store to have one of our knowledgeable staff assist you in finding what you are looking for.  

Becky Schipper
Country Store Manager – Sheboygan Falls



Grain DepartmentAgronomy
Internship

The future inspires us.  We take pride 
in providing the experience and oppor-
tunities for the upcoming generations. 
This past summer, Country Visions 
Agronomy Division had a total of nine 
interns shared throughout the loca-
tions. Experiences during the summer 
ranged from day to day crop scouting, 
a summer research project, and a few 
trips to view other parts of the agri-
culture industry.  As mentioned, one 
of the responsibilities of the interns 
at Country Visions was for each intern 
to complete a summer project helping 
them gain hands-on experience to-
wards the career they envision. Most 
of the projects included field trials with 
cooperating growers such as; measur-
ing the quality of low-lignin alfalfa, 
tracking nitrogen movement between 
corn rows, and the effect of timing and 
placement of nitrogen on corn. Results 
from some projects were highlighted 
at our Answer Plot Field Day this past 
summer. The responsibility of running 
a research project not only provides 
learning opportunities for the interns, 
but also valuable insight for Country 
Visions agronomists and customers. 
Thank you to the 2017 Interns for the 
great summer! 

We are starting our search for 2018 
Summer Agronomy Interns! Know of 
anyone interested? 
Have them contact 
Jenny at jkuffel@
cvcoop.com. 

Jennifer Kuffel
Agronomy 
Marketing 
Specialist

Whether it was the mild temperatures we all enjoyed during 
the middle of October, the extremely wet and late planting sea-
son that’s postponed harvest, or just the everyday grind, it’s 
hard to believe it’s already November. Talking with a few folks 
dumping beans, damning the recent spells of wet weather and 
all the other challenges experienced this year, I heard some-
thing that stood out to me so simple and true. “Everything al-
ways finds a way to work out.” Most of our crops proved this, 
and came around with a couple of late season warm periods. I 
know we all weren’t as fortunate as others, but we still contin-
ue to do what we can to work through it. 

Grain marketing the past few years has been just as challenging as the weather. We can 
count on one hand, the days we are able to sell our grain for a “good” price throughout the 
year. No one can pinpoint when and where the markets are going to move, but we are al-
ways one news story away from a very good or very bad day with all the speculative fund 
traders in the market. Although corn harvest is lagging, it appears we have another large 
crop across the Midwest keeping corn stocks ample. We’re starting to see a similar trend to 
last fall’s price movement, while the local crop situation has allowed for the basis and cash 
prices to be roughly 20 cents better. In soybeans, I expect another bumpy ride as the mar-
ket remains volatile as it tries to balance the continually growing Chinese demand against 
large South American soybean supplies. The wheat market has been and looks to remain 
quiet, as it waits to learn more about how crops will fair through winter and how wheat 
production around the world is going.

Harvest time is a busy time of year, but please take the time to speak with a merchandiser 
after bringing in your grain. A quick phone call within 10 days of delivery, allows us to lay 
out a plan that will help you get the most out of your grain. Whether you need liquidity, tax 
deferments, ways to dodge storage or price targets, let’s talk. The end of this year’s harvest 
is also a great time to look ahead to next year. As you determine your acreage and crop ro-
tations, create a marketing plan so you are prepared for those few brief marketing chances 
that we have throughout the year. Use a conservative yield expectation (very conservative 
for some of us), because we all know sometimes the worst case scenario can happen, this 
year especially. I offer a cautious warning because making calls on contracts that do not 
get filled are something no one looks forward to. Then take advantage of the rallies when 
we have them. We seem to have had a few nice speculative aided price movements the last 
few years, but they haven’t lasted long. Once again, I cannot stress enough, give any of your 
merchandisers, either Mark, Paul or myself, a call to work together and make a plan to best 
fit your situation. You are welcome to call any of us, regardless of your location. Best wishes 
for a good and safe remaining harvest, and I look forward to talking with you soon.

Brad Jaeger — Grain Merchandiser, Chilton/Kiel

This past summer 9 students gained experience through 
internships with Country Visions Agronomy Division. The 
students were assigned to specific Agronomy locations 
(indicated after names) and also worked on research proj-
ects providing valuable insight. The interns for 2017 were 
Keegan Madigan (Ripon), Amos Holbrook (Chilton), Gretta 
Binversie (Valders), Alyssa Grotegut (Valders), Renee Reid 
(Chilton), Shannon Roth (Fond du Lac), Kendra Krcma (Rock-
wood), Jacob Johnson (Fond du Lac), and Brittany Newman 
(Malone).

6

Brad Jaeger, Grain Merchandiser



Wrightstown…it’s coming!
If you traveled Highways 41 or 96 this summer, you may have noticed some 
changes crop up on the Wrightstown skyline. 

In mid-July, the construction team in Wrightstown poured the main mill slip. 
This section of the mill has 57 bins and a finished height of 100 feet. To complete 
this portion of the structure, the crew, led by ASI Industrial, poured concrete continuously for five days. 

This was immediately followed by the load out slip, which had a finished height of 70 feet. This portion of 
the pour was completed in just over two days. CP Feeds partnered with Dan Hagenow Video Creation to 
capture the pouring of the main mill and load out slips. To watch the mill “grow,” check out our video at 
www.cpfeeds.com. 

After the main structures were poured, the crew removed the forms and superstructure over the next four 
weeks.  Then, they formed and poured the roofs on both structures.

The grinder/roller mill building, a 50 foot tall structure, sits adjacent to the main mill. The grinder charge 
bins sit on top of this and have a finished height of 100 feet. The bag warehouse and cottonseed shed floors 
have also been poured. The crew had completed the majority of the concrete work by the end of October. 

Crews also started moving equipment onto the roof in October. The first distributors have been set on the 
load out level. Distributors route feed to the proper bins. Throughout November, the bag and cottonseed 
warehouses will be built, as well. 

Mill construction is currently on schedule. If it remains on track through winter and spring, CP will begin 
feed production in Wrightstown in June 2018. 

CP Feeds would also like to welcome our newest feed and nutrition customers from the former Kettle Lakes 
Cooperative. Our team looks forward to serving your dairy and meeting its feed needs!

Amanda Smith
Dairy Consultant/Marketing
CP Feeds, LLC.

Agronomy –
Mike on 
Monday

Have you seen Mike on 
Monday yet? Every Mon-
day we have been featuring 
Country Visions’ Agrono-
mist, Mike Kuffel, to give 
an agronomy update live 
from our Facebook page. 
With the recent merger 
with Kettle Lakes Coopera-
tive, we are excited to have 
Mike and the former Kettle 
Lakes Cooperative team 
on board!  Mike graduated 
from UW-Platteville in 1986 
and has been a part of the 
agronomy industry since. 
His favorite part of being an 
Agronomist is creating solu-
tions for challenges in the 
field. He continues to strive 
to be a well-rounded agron-
omist from grain to forages, 
including pastures, cover 
crops and vegetables. Be 
sure to tune in to Country 
Visions Cooperative Face-
book page every Monday 
with the latest Agronomy 
Update. Feel free to send in 
questions to get answered 
for the following Mondays! 
Search @CountryVision-
sCoop on Facebook to “like” 
our page and see Mike on 
Monday and more.

Mike Kuffel
Agronomist

CP Feeds

Seeking Candidates for the Board
Country Visions will hold elections this winter for three Board of Directors’ positions. Nick VanGheem, 
Joe Holschbach and Greg Rickert are up for election. They represent districts 1, 2 and 4 respectively. 
Elections will be held via mailed ballot this January. The Nominating committee is seeking qualified 
candidates to run for these positions. If you are interested, or would like more information, please call 
the Reedsville office or any Board Member.
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Country Visions  
Corporate Office

709 Mill Street
Reedsville, WI 54230

920/754-4321 or 800/236-4047
www.countryvisionscoop.com

Yesterday’s values.
Today’s vision.

www.countryvisionscoop.com

Progress can be seen as the entire state-of-the-art 400 by 120 
foot outside structure is up.  Concrete was just poured in October 
2017.  The dry fertilizer plant, 14,000-ton capacity, and tower are 
expecting to be completed mid-January, but it is looking as if we 
could start accepting deliveries of fertilizer in December.  The main 
building is predicted to be completed by mid-March 2018. Within 
the main building, the liquid plant will be 175 by 120 feet, the shop 

will be 100 by 120, and the seed warehouse will be 125 x 120 feet.  
The office space is attached to this main building and will be a 50’ 
X 75’, 2 story building. The liquid and dry plant will all be fully au-
tomated by the Kahler Automation system.  Country Visions Coop-
erative is looking forward to servicing our customers from the new 
facility in spring of 2018! 

New Plymouth Agronomy Facility – Spring of 2018!


